THAT WHICH IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . An 

system comprising 
a satell 
at least 
connected to said 
a proce 
receiver for dete 
generating respon 
said at least one 
permit display of 
otherwise be produ 
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system according 
receiver comprise 
receiver . 

3 . An 
system according t 
condition is a wea 
and wherein said p 
signal strength coit 




4 . An 
system according t 
condition is a comii) 
processor determin 



5 • An 

system according t 
is a degraded prog 



aircraft in-flight entertainment 

Lte television (TV) receiver; 
one passenger video display 
atellite TV receiver; and 
ssor connected to said satellite TV 
rfrnining an undesired condition and for 
s[ive thereto a substitute image on 
assenger video display rather than 
n undesired image which would 
zed . 

raft in-flight entertainment 
Claim 1 wherein said satellite TV 
direct broadcast satellite (DBS) 



ircraft in-flight entertainment 
Claim 1 wherein the undesired 
received signal strength condition; 

ocessor determines the weak received 

dition . 



ircraft in-flight entertainment 

Claim 1 wherein the undesired 
onent malfunction; and wherein said 
^d the component malfunction . 

ircraft in-flight entertainment 

Claim 1 wherein the undesired image 
am image . 
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6. An air 
system according to C 
is default text messa 



-raft in-flight entertainment 
Laim 1 wherein the undesired image 
e image . 



7. An air 

system according to C L 
storage device connec 
the substitute image 



8 . An airjc 
system according to CI 
receiver generates a pi 
channels; and wherein 
undesired condition fp 
channels . 



9. An 
system according to 
receiver generates a 
wherein said processo 
5 condition for the plu 



10. An air 
system according to CI 
passenger video displ 
passenger seatback vi 

11. An air 
system according to C 
passenger video displa 
passenger video displa 

a plurality 



raft in-flight entertainment 

aim 1 further comprising a 

ed to said processor for storing 



raft in-flight entertainment 
aim 1 wherein said satellite TV 

urality of individual video 
said processor determines the 
r each of the individual video 




ft in-flight entertainment 
aim 1 wherein said satellite TV 
lurality of video channels; and 
determines the undesired 
rlality of video channels. 



raft in-flight entertainment 
aim 1 wherein said at least one 
/ comprises a plurality of 
so displays. 

:aft in-flight entertainment 
<iim 1 wherein said at least one 
/ comprises a plurality of 
{s, and further comprising: 
f signal distribution devices; 



and 

a cable netwcbrk connecting said satellite TV 
receiver to said signal distribution devices, and 
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connecting said signal* distribution devices to said 
passenger video displays. 

12. An aircraft in-flight entertainment 



system according to CI 
narrow-body aircraft h 



aim 1 wherein the aircraft is a 
aving a single passenger aisle. 



a satellite 
a plurality 
connected to said sate 

a processor 
receiver for determini 
strength condition and 



An aircjraft in-flight entertainment 
system comprising : 

television (TV) receiver; 
of passenger video displays 
„lite TV receiver; and 
connected to said satellite TV 
ng a weak received signal 
for generating responsive 
thereto a substitute iJaage on said passenger video 
displays prior to display of an undesired image which 
would otherwise be p^p<{iuced. 
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receiver comprises a d 
receiver . 
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13 wherein said satellite TV 
LVect broadcast satellite (DBS) 
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image is a degraded program image 
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image is default text 
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t ed to said processor for storing 



receiver generates a 
channels; and wherein 
undesired condition f 
channels . 



storage device connec 
the substitute image. 

18. An aircraft in-flight entertainment 
system according to Claim 13 wherein said satellite TV 



plurality of individual video 

said processor determines the 
or each of the individual video 
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system according to Claim 13 wherein said satellite TV 
receiver generates a plurality of video channels; and 



wherein said processor determines the undesired 



condition for the 
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f video channels. 

t aft in-flight entertainment 
aim 13 further comprising: 
of signal distribution devices; 



k connecting said satellite TV 
al distribution devices, and 
distribution devices to said 
ys. 
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aim 13 wherein the aircraft is a 
aving a single passenger aisle. 



A method for operating an aircraft in- 



determining 



flight entertainment system comprising a satellite 
television (TV) receiver, and at least one passenger 
video display connected to the satellite television 
receiver, the method comprising 



an undesired condition; and 



generating a s 
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lbstitute image on the at least 



one passenger video display rather than permit display 



of an undesired image wh 
10 produced . 

23 - A method 
the satellite TV receive 
satellite (DBS) receiver 



Lch would otherwise be 



ccording to Claim 22 wherein 
: comprises a direct broadcast 



24 . A method 
the undesired condition 
strength condition; and 
determining the weak re^: 
condition . 



according to Claim 22 wherein 
is a weak received signal 
wherein determining comprises 
eived signal strength 



25 , A met 
the undesired condit 
wherein determined c 
malfunction . 



26. A meth 
the undesired image is 



according to Claim 22 wherein 

Smponent malfunction; and 
determining the component 



27 . A method 
the undesired image is 

28 . A method 
comprising storing the 




the satellite TV recei 
individual video chanr 
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according to Claim 22 wherein 
t a degraded program image. 

according to Claim 22 wherein 
default text message image. 

according to Claim 22 further 
substitute image. 
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the undesired condition for each 
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30. A method According to Claim 22 wherein 
the satellite TV receivelr generates a plurality of 
video channels; and wheJein determining comprises 
determining the undesiK^d condition for the plurality 
of video channels. 



31 . A method 
the aircraft is a narro 
passenger aisle. 
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according to Claim 22 wherein 
body aircraft having a single 



32. An aircraft in-flight entertainment 
corrtprising : 

satellite television (TV) receiver for 
generating plurality of programming channels; 

a itvoving map image generator for generating a 
flight information channel including a moving 
representationVof the aircraft position on a map image; 

at least one passenger video display 
connected to said satellite TV receiver and said moving 
10 map image generator; and 

at leastXone passenger control unit 
associated with a respective passenger video display 
for permitting passenger selection of one of the 
programming channels ^nd flight information channel for 
15 display on the respectiye passenger video display. 



33. An aircraft in-flight entertainment 
system according to Claim 3y2 wherein said satellite TV 
receiver comprises a direct Njoroadcast satellite (DBS) 
receiver . 



34. An aircraft in-f\light entertainment 
system according to Claim 32 wh&cein said moving map 
image generator comprises a processor for determining 
an aircraft position during flight 
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35. An aircraft in-flight entertainment 
system according to CiLaim 34 further comprising a 
global positioning system (GPS) receiver connected to 



termining the aircraft position, 

craft in-flight entertainment 
laim 35 further comprising a 
nected to said satellite TV 
steering of said steerable 
signals from said GPS receiver. 

37. An aircraft in-flight entertainment 
system according to Claim 34 wherein said processor 



said processor for d 
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system according to 
steerable antenna cor^ 
receiver; and whereiifc 
5 antenna is based upon 



further determines at: 
direction, aircraft £ 



least one of an aircraft 
peed and aircraft altitude for 



5 display with the moving map image. 

38 . An airbraf t in-flight entertainment 
system according to Claim 32 wherein said at least one 
passenger video display comprises a plurality of 
passenger seatback video displays. 
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39. An airdraft in-flight entertainment 
system according to Cllaim 32 wherein said at least one 
passenger video display comprises a plurality of 
passenger video displays, and further comprising: 

a plurality [of signal distribution devices; 

and 

a cable netwfork connecting said satellite TV 
receiver and said movihg map image generator to said 
signal distribution devices, and connecting said signal 
distribution devices t<b said passenger video displays. 
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An aircraft 



-43- 



in- flight entertainment 



system according to Claim ;i2 wherein the aircraft is a 
narrow-body aircraft having a single longitudinal 
passenger aisle. 

41. A method fo:: operating an aircraft in- 
flight entertainment system comprising a satellite 
television (TV) receiver for generating a plurality of 
video programming channels at least one passenger 
video display connected to the satellite TV receiver, 



control unit associated with 
o display for permitting 
ramming channels for display 
video display, the method 



and at least one passenger 
a respective passenger vide 
passenger selection of prog 
on the respective passenger 
comprising : 

generating a flight information channel 
including a moving representation of the aircraft 
position on a map image; and 

permitting passenjer selection of the flight 



information channel on the 
using the at least one pass 

42. A method acc 
the satellite TV receiver c 
satellite (DBS) receiver. 



passenger video display also 
anger control unit. 

:>rding to Claim 41 wherein 
emprises a direct broadcast 



43. A method acc 
generating the flight infor^ia 
determining an aircraft pos 



44. A method accbrding to Claim 41 wherein 
generating the flight inf ormation channel comprises 



determining at least one of 
aircraft speed and aircraft; 
the moving map image. 



ording to Claim 41 wherein 

tion channel comprises 
Ltion during flight. 



an aircraft direction, 
altitude for display with 



the aircraft in-flight 
comprises a global pos 
and wherein generating 
comprises determining 
signals from the GPS r 
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45. A method according to Claim 41 wherein 



entertainment system further 
Ltioning system (GPS) receiver; 

the flight information channel 
aircraft position based on 
sceiver . 



46. A method 
the at least one pass 
plurality of passenger 



according to Claim 41 wherein 
r video display comprises a 
seatback video displays. 
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